“Alphabet” show is at MICA.

The ABCs of art

At MICA's Bunting Center, Al-
phabet;: An Exhibition of
Hand-Drawn Lettering and
Experimental Typography
presents several dozen complete
sets of alphabet letters created
by adventurous artists and de-
signers.

Many of the alphabets in the
show are restrained, formally el-
egant modern updates of tradi-
tional lettering.

But others can only be de-
seribed as flights of inspired
whimsy. They include alphabets
crafted from foods, body parts,
wire sculpture, chair frames,
stuffed animals, mazes and cut-
paper snowflakes.

In other words, you've got to
see them to believe them.

It's fun to go through this
show and try to make out indi-
vidual letters in each style. You'll
probably come away with the
feeling that some of these inven-
tions are indisputably works of
genius while others are so
quirky that they richly deserve
the obscurity that undoubtedly
awaits them.

The gallery is in MICA's Bun-
ting Center, 1401 Mount Royal
Ave. Hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday to Saturday; noon to &
p.m. Sunday. Call 410-225-2300.




